Bible Curriculum from Kidology.org

YEAR TWO - UNIT FOUR

Joseph, A Hero’s Journey- An 8-Week Series
God Has a Plan for YOUR Life!

Welcome to Bible Blockbusters: Joseph, A Hero’s Journey!

The story of Joseph is one the greatest stories in the Bible. Joseph is one of the few Bible
heroes who stayed faithful to God despite so many challenges and even seemingly unfair
trials and setbacks, and yet never seemed to doubt God or make any really wrong decisions.
There is no record of him running from God, denying God, or having any major moral
failures. He's a man that we all can aspire to be more like.

But this series is more than just a review of Joseph’s amazing life. It goes deeper by showing
kids that the life of Joseph follows the pattern of many of the great heroes we love, not only
in the Bible, but even fictional ones we admire. We love the heroes in movies and animated
films because of the trials they face and overcome. You will teach his life story, yes, but in a
way you likely never have before by helping kids to recognize the stages of a hero’s journey
that we all go through - and the stages that make every hero’s story worthy of admiration.
We cheer on heroes because they overcome. They are heroes because of the hard times they
face and the good choices they make. Many villains were potential heroes who failed to
make the right choices. Your kids will learn to see this in the films they love, and better yet,
recognize the opportunities in their own life to be a HERO for God by seeing their own life
challenges in an entirely new light!

GO WITH THE THEME!

This is the second in our Blockbuster themed series. The
first was the Big Bible Beginnings that covered Creation
through Jacob and Esau. While that series has a lot of fun
with green screen, this one introduces your kids to a 4D Movie Experience! You'll have a 4D
screen on stage and when the kids put on their 4D Glasses, a Bible character will come out
from the screen and “almost seem real” as they tell the Bible story in first person! You can
buy fun glasses online to use, or if you don’t want to spend money, free printable patterns
are included so kids can make their own. Also included are movie-themed graphics for
decorating the room. Be creative with the theme! Serve popcorn for a snack, have an
intermission (a slide is provided) and play movie themed music before and after service. (We
can't provide that obviously.)

Copyright 2022 Kidology.org All Rights Reserved ]
Year 2 - Unit 4 - Intro



SERIES OVERVIEW:

1 The Hero's Calling God gives Joseph a dream of his future.
God has a plan for your life.

2 The Hero's Plight Joseph is sold as a slave by his brothers.
God gives us strength when we are weak.

3 The Hero's Test Joseph runs from Potiphar’s wife.
God always offers a way of escape.

4 The Hero's Trial Joseph trusts God while in prison.
God is always with you, even in the darkest times.

5 The Hero’s Hope Joseph interprets dreams of prisoners.
God's timing is perfect.

6 The Hero's Triumph Joseph is freed and rises to power.
God rewards those who live for Him.

7 The Hero's Return Joseph reunites with and forgives his brothers.
God helps us forgive others.

8 The Hero's Legacy Joseph fulfills the promise God made to Abraham.
God keeps His promises.

THE BIBLE STORY DRAMAS

The TELL IT for this series features an actor telling the story of Joseph in the first person. The
“4D" represents Joseph as he comes off the pages of Scripture to bring the Bible Story to life.
A volunteer will dress as Joseph and come out from behind the screen to tell a segment of the
Bible Story in the first person. Choose a man who can act well and have him wear a coat of
many colors. While the coat is only featured in the story during the first lesson, it's fine to wear
it the entire series as a symbol of who Joseph was. You can also modify the costume each week
to fit the story, but if “Joseph” tells the story well, you don’t need many props.

It is important to tell the story while ignoring the audience as much as possible as this is a
“movie” they are watching, not a “live time traveling” Joseph. As much as possible, try to
keep up that perception. Another leader can hit “pause” with a remote while Joseph
“freezes” if they need to address the kids to quiet down and not interrupt the “presentation”.
First-person storytelling can be powerful. Have your actor really know and get into the story
as he tells it. The more he tells it like it is real, like he experienced it, and gets emotional as he
describes it and how it impacted him, and how he felt, the more powerful an impact it will
have on the viewers... the children.

NOTE: The final week has a surprise visit from the “other” Prince of Egypt. Be sure to plan
ahead as you may want a different actor for this last week and a much different costume.
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SMALL GROUP OPTIONS

If you incorporate small group discussion time into your service, there are several options
available to you. In this series, the SHOW IT puzzle is especially adaptable to small groups
or the Small Group leaders can use the TAKE IT sheet to lead a discussion. Kids can use the
DISCUSS IT section, look up the FIND IT verses, and review the HIDE IT theme verse. You can
still send the TAKE IT paper home for parents to use as well. You may also find an activity
from the lesson that small groups can use instead of during large group. Typically, it Bible
Curriculum offers more ideas than time allows so you should be able to find extra activities to
do during a small group time.

LESSON FLOW

The lesson plan is laid out in the order recommended by the author. However, you are the
leader and teacher in your situation. |I've heard so many wonderful stories from users of “it”
who have adapted it to fit a wide variety of teaching situations from traditional one hour
children’s church services to breaking it into two services, using half of it for a mid-week club,
to home schooling and online church! There is no right or wrong order - the best order of the
lesson elements is what works best for you and your church. If you create any additional
elements, graphics, games, object lessons, or other creative ideas to make this series better,
please share those in our Facebook Group so others can use them too!

IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS, IDEAS, or see any corrections we need to make to the
curriculum, please do not hesitate to let us know through our Kidology Facebook Group:
Kidology.org/facebook will take you right there!

See the HOW TO USE if document included in your downloads for a detailed description of
every element each lesson.
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