Bible Curriculum from Kidology.org

YEAR ONE - UNIT FIVE

Zany Zootopia - An 8-Week Series

Lesson 1: Snake on a Pole

The it of the lesson is that ONE THING you say over and over so they understand it.

If their parents ask, “What did you learn at church2”, you want them to answer with the it of
your lesson. If YOU ask the kids, “What am | trying to get you to learn/understand2” and
they answer with this phrase, you can say, “That's it!”

THE if THIS WEEK IS:

God will save us if we put our faith in
Him.

Things you might need for this lesson:
FIND/GATHER/BUY: FROM DOWNLOADS:
O Zookeeper Costume for Whyit O Hidden Jesus PDF for Teach it
O 9-inch Balloons O Eye Images for Show it
O Time Machine for Tell it O IMAGES and VIDEO for projection
O Zoologist Costume for Dr. Doomore O Take home tool for parents
O Ace Bandage
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’ N TRO Get the kids curious about

Whyit (Pronounced Wyatt)

Whyit is excited because he just got a job at the Zoo as a
Zoologist Intern. His nickname is Wild Whyit because he is
“one with the animals”. He gets to go into the enclosures
and help the animals. He should have an outfit that looks
like a Zookeeper. Have him wear a vest, safari hat, and
work boots, and he can carry a stuffed animal he calls his
assistant. (Give the stuffed animal a funny name based on what onlmal you use.) He is
overconfident and proud of his new position, even though he isn’t really that good at it. Each
week he will tell of his adventures with one of the animals. Since the animal stories in the
Bible don’t typically feature the types of animals in a zoo, he will talk about a zoo animal,
but then the leader will introduce the animal from the Bible Story.

This last week he was assigned to the giraffes! It's a bit of a “pain in the neck” - haha - but
he learned a lot! Here are some jokes and facts you can use for the routine. You don’t have
to use them all. Pick and choose and tell them conversationally.

Giraffe Jokes:

e You are riding a giraffe, a horse is next to you, and a lion is chasing you... what do
you do? Get off the merry-go-round!

e Why does a giraffe need such a long neck? His head is really far from his body!

e Why didn’t the audience laugh at the giraffe’s jokes? They went over their heads.

e Teacher says, “I'd like you to use the word dandelion in a sentence.” The student says,
“The giraffe is taller dan de lion.”

e |I’'m writing a book on wild animals. Right now, it’s just a rough giraffe!

Giraffe Facts:

o Just like human fingerprints, no two giraffes have the same coat pattern.

o Giraffe feet are the size of a dinner plate with a diameter of 12 inches.

e Giraffe tongues are bluish-purple and between 18-20 inches.

o The giraffe is the tallest mammal in the world. Even newborn giraffes are taller than
most humans.

e To protect the giraffe’s brain from sudden changes in blood pressure when it lowers its
head to drink, it has valves to stop the backflow of blood and elastic-walled vessels
that dilate and constrict to manage flow. NASA has done research on the blood
vessels in giraffes’ legs to get inspiration for human space suits.
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o A giraffe heart weighs approximately 25 pounds and is the biggest of any land
mammal. It is used to pump 15-16 |bs. of blood around its body every minute at a
blood pressure twice that of an average human.

After the fun with giraffes, the leader can say, “Today we’ll be learning a story from the Bible
that involves another animal that | guess you could say also has a long neck: a snake!” Wild
Whyit squeals, “Snakes! Why did it have to be snakes2” and runs scared off stage.

P LAY A Game that demonstrates

Giraffe Pass
PREPARATION: You'll need some 9-inch balloons inflated.

PLAYING: You'll want at least two teams competing but
can have more teams if you have more kids. Make sure
the teams are equally balanced in age and height so that
no one team has an advantage (such as younger kids vs. O '
older kids). They line up and the first player is given a balloon. All the kids place thelr hands
behind their back. The first player places the balloon between their chin and body, or their
ear and shoulder. What matters is that after they place it on their neck, their hands go back
behind their back. On “GO!” the first player on each team passes the balloon to the next
player - from neck to neck - without using their hands! If the balloon falls to the ground, the
person who had it last picks it up, stands up, and places it back on their neck, and returns
their hands to behind their back before trying again. Any team that has a hand on the
balloon while they are “neck to neck” has to start over with the balloon at the first player.
After the balloon is passed all the way to the last person, they have to walk and return it to
the first player, passing it to their neck. The first player has to count out loud to ten to prove
they have control of the balloon. (A fast transfer that isn’t complete doesn’t count!)

THE POINT: This must be how giraffe’s hand things to each other. That game was a pain in
the neck, wasn’t it2 That was a lot of work, but through patience and practice and not giving
up, the winning team was able to succeed. You had to obey the rules, and sometimes that is
hard. Today we’ll learn about a time God’s people had to obey some rules, but those who
did ended up being winners!
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WATCH A video that sets | up

PREPARATION: Video included in your Download
A screen shot is also included in your Download to
display on screen before playing the video.

Chester is the host of Zoo Nation, an all-animal talk show
where he interviews regular and famous animals from
around the country. In this episode, Chester talks with =
Kevin (pronounced Kevon), who played the snake Ka from the Jungle Book movie. Kevin's
career has slowed down since the Jungle Book. His newest role appears to be a bit
embarrassing for the classically trained actor. Kevin doesn’t appear to find Chester’s attempt
at humor very funny, either.

TELL The Bible story that illustrates

POWER TIP: pon't introduce a drama. As soon as the preceding lesson element is
complete, whether it is the WATCH IT video or something else, the actor should just come
out, IN CHARACTER, and just start talking to the children. This captures their attention!

FOCUS THIS WEEK: Snake on a Pole Numbers 21

FIRST PERSON DRAMA: During Zany Zootopia, Dr.
Doomore is a wacky zoologist who not only can talk to
animals but has discovered a way to travel back in time to
learn more about them.

PREPARATION: You will need a Zoologist Costume for Dr.
Doomore: floppy hat, khaki pants, vest, and work boots. S
You will also need something to represent a Time Machine. There is no need to get fancy.
You are just having fun and pretending with the kids. When Dr. Doomore enters the Time
Machine, he immediately returns! To the audience it appears he was only gone a moment,
but in ‘reality’ he exited in the past, and then re-entered the wormhole to return here.
Sometimes he has been gone only minutes or hours, other times days or even weeks! When
he returns, he tells the story of the amazing animal(s) he witnessed on his journey.

NEEDED THIS WEEK: Ace Bandage (to wrap around leg) - one with Velcro would work best
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PRESENTATION: This week, Dr. Doomore comes and introduces himself to the leader and
children. He is a Zoologist at God’s Zoo (or name of your Zoo for this series) and explains
that he is currently studying Ophiology. Leader asks what that is, and he explains it is the
Study of Snakes and that there are over 3,500 different species! Leader says, “I thought it
was Herpetology2” Dr. Doomore says, “I’m impressed! You are smarter than you look! That
is also true. Herpetology is the study of snakes AND other reptiles, but Ophiology is the study
of just snakes.” Leader says, “l don’t like either. Especially after that one tempted Adam and
Eve.” Dr. Doomore says, “Well, you-know-who-that-shall-not-be-named took the FORM of a
snake to tempt them.” Leader says, “Yes, of course, but no surprise he chose the slimiest of all
creatures!” Dr. Doomore says, “I’ve actually been studying the connection between snakes
and Jesus!” Leader is surprised and asks, “Snakes and Jesus2!” Dr. Doomore explains, “In
Genesis, God cursed the snake - and it has continued to be a symbol of sin and judgement.
In fact, I'm about to go back in time to ancient Israel as | read in Numbers 21 that they had a
snake infestation that also served as a foreshadowing of the coming of Jesus!”

Dr. Doomore then shows his Time Machine and explains that he will be traveling back in time
to observe this snake infestation! “Wish me luck! No worries, you will be perfectly safe. It is |

that will be in grave danger!” He enters the time machine and quickly returns.

NOTE: In the time machine, Dr. Doomore needs to put a bandage around one of his legs.

It's important to come out with a completely different energy and attitude, as though time has
passed. Dr. Doomore comes out quite excited. He is limping and glad to be back safe and
sound. He explains that the Israelites were complaining against God, even though He had
freed them from slavery, so God sent snakes to punish them. Tell the story excitedly and a bit
freaked out. They were everywhere! They were biting people, they were running around, and
then he got bit. This was a dangerous snake. He's not sure but perhaps a Pseudonaja Textilis,
AKA the Eastern Brown Snake... or it might have been Notechis Scutatus, also known as the
Mainland Tigersnake. (It's challenging, but awesome if you can memorize those. If not, make
up funny names. That works too!) Dr. Doomore shares how he thought he was going to die
and never make it back, but then suddenly Moses appeared out of nowhere, put a bronze
snake on a pole, and told everyone that if they looked at it, they would be healed from their
snake bites. It sounded crazy, but one by one people looked at it and then jumped up and
down all excited. They were healed! Leader asks if they all did it, and Dr. Doomore says he
was shocked, but there was a surprising number of people who said it was dumb, they didn‘t
believe, how could that work, etc. and they died! Leader asks if Dr. Doomore was healed, so
he looks down at his leg and says, “Let’s check!” He unwraps his bandage and finds he is
healed! Amazing - just looking at a fake snake on a pole saved me - how can this be?
Leader says, “Well, we’re going to learn about that today. Seems we’ve all been bitten by
something called SIN, and God has given us a way to be miraculously healed too!” Dr.
Doomore says, “I'm eager to hear about that, but right now, | think | need to go take a nap
to recover from the shock of this trip. | think next time I'm going to study something more
boring, like maybe worms.
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TEACH The main points about

Look and Be Healed!

NEEDED: Hidden Picture of Jesus PDF in your lesson
downloads. The original graphic is provided as well as a
PDF with six per page. Print and cut out enough for every
child to have one.

PRESENTATION: Pass out the Hidden Jesus (but don’t call = W

it that!) Call it an “ink blot” and tell the kids to hold it one foot in Fron’r of their face and to
STARE INTENTLY at the center two dots for 15 seconds. (There are four dots in the center,
they need to look at the two in the very center without looking away and not blinking if
possible.) Count for them out loud, and then tell them to close their eyes and relax. An image
of Jesus will appear for them to see with their eyes closed! A few kids may struggle with this
but tell them to either stare at the dots longer or to try again later.

READ: NUMBERS 21:4-9 (It is short and worth the time to read the story.)

In this Old Testament story, we read that God’s People were complaining and speaking
against God and His leadership. God says that is called SIN. He sent a punishment, but He
also sent a cure. Why would he do this? He wanted to see who would be sorry for how they
had behaved and obey, even when it’s an odd request. It would be like when you get in
trouble with your parents. They might ground you, but then say if you clean your room and
take out all the garbage, you won’t be grounded any longer. You have a choice - pout in
your room and fume about how mean your parents are or show them you are sorry by
cleaning your room and taking out the trash.

REPEAT AFTER ME: “"FORESHADOWING”

What is foreshadowing? A shadow appears BEHIND YOU when you are facing the sun.
Some events in the Bible happened in the past, a shadow of what is happening now, but they
hinted at something that would happen in the future. This story in the Old Testament was a
hint, or foreshadowing, of what would come in the future!

READ: John 3:14-15 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of
Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

SUMMARY (Bottom Line!):

. We have all sinned against God. (Romans 3:23)

. There is a punishment for that sin... we don’t get to go to heaven! (Romans 6:23)
. But God also sent a way to be saved, Jesus! (Romans 5:8)
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. If we look to Jesus and believe in Him, we will be saved and healed from the “bite” of
sin. (Romans 10:9)
. Have you looked to Jesus for Salvation? (Romans 10:13)

GO FOR IT!I This is a great chance to give your kids an opportunity to pray and ask Jesus to
be their Savior!

A Sample Salvation Prayer: Dear Jesus, * | know that | have sinned * and | know that |
deserve to die for my sin, * but | also know that Jesus came and died for me. * He was
buried, but He rose again! * Now He is alive in heaven. * | want Jesus to be my Savior. * |
am looking to Him for my Salvation. * Please forgive me and make me your child. * Thank
you, God, for sending Jesus. * Thank you for forgiving me. * Help me now, * to live for you
* every day in every way * even when it'’s hard. * In Jesus Name, * AMEN. *

* Pause for the kids to repeat after you.

SH OW An object lesson or activity that illustrates

ACTIVITY: NAME THAT ANIMAL

PREPARATION: Download the game slides from your g ﬂy”
lesson downloads. Each week the kids will try to guess m
i

what animal a body part belongs to. There are FIVE

animals to guess each week, with TWO slides per animal. 8.\ ; Y (
Slides include a title slide; a slide naming the body part for Wik \\é. J
the week; a zoomed in hint of each animal; a full picture of i B \\\d. X

each animal; and finally, a verse that connects that body part WIfh the lesson. There are 13

slides total per week.

NOTE: The original animal images are provided in case you want to edit to make the game
harder or easier for your kids.

PRESENTATION: Show slide 1 to introduce the game. Then show slide 2 and explain that
they will be trying to guess what animal they are seeing based only on this week’s body part.
Go through all five animals, first showing the zoomed in body part, letting them guess what
animal it is. Then show the slide that reveals the full animal image.

This week the body part is the EYE, and it connects with the word FAITH from our Hide It
verse for the series.

The names of the five animals are Owl, Rhinoceros, Tiger, Frog, and Zebra.
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Read the following verse with the children. Keep it brief as you connect this verse to the topic
of the day, and then transition to your next segment.

READ: Psalm 16:8 | keep my eyes always on the Lord. With him at my right hand, | will not
be shaken.

Fi N D Bible verses that help unpack

Have the children get their Bibles out and race to find these verses.
Encourage all the kids to look up the verses. After a student

reads it, put it up on the screen and read it together. Briefly Fl"p
discuss the passage and explain it as it relates to the lesson. s I
John 14:6 «

+5 Ja
Jesus told him, “l am the way, the truth, and the life. No | ‘.‘.;
Y e " iﬁﬁ

@V 8

one comes to the Father except through me.”

Romans 10:9
If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised
him from the dead, you will be saved.

Acts 4:12
There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to people
by which we must be saved.

HIDE ' the unit scripture that kids will memorize to hide /' in their hearts | '
D

This is the THEME PASSAGE

Challenge the kids to memorize this passage during this series. You may want to have a fun
prize or treat for the kids who memorize it!

Hand motions are provided below. For the first week, read the entire verse together, but you
don’t need to do all the motions at once. You can add a few each week, but the kids should
know them all by 3-4 weeks in so they can really master the verse.
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For this very reason, make every effort to add to your
faith goodness: and to goodness, knowledge: and to
knowledge, self-control: and to self-control, perseverance;
and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, mutual
affection; and to mutual affection, love.

2 Peter 1:5-7

Here are hand motions to help your students learn the

verse.

NOTE: You will repeat most of these motions twice,

“goodness and to goodness”

For this very reason,

make every effort
to add
to your faith

goodness: and to goodness,
knowledge: and to knowledge,
self-control: and to self-control,
perseverance; and to perseverance,
godliness; and to godliness,

mutual affection;

and to mutual affection,

love.

2 Peter

:5-7

Point to your head

Arms outstretched with hands open, palms facing in
Arms forming a plus sign

(ASL) Right hand points to mind, then brings it down
in a fist placed over the other hand also making a
fist.

(ASL) Right hand open, fingers together, tips of finger
at the mouth, then move it down and both hands face
down wave back and forth.

(ASL) Right hand points to mind with whole hand, flat,
fingers together, then comes down forming a fist and
other hand wraps around the fist.

With both arms, hug yourself like restraining yourself
(ASL) Both hands in fist, fingers down but thumbs
extending and the tips of the thumbs touching.

Both hands, point to self, then up, then thumbs up

Pretend to hug someone next to you (or really do it)
Draw a heart in the air

Hold up two fingers then act like balancing, (Peter
walking on the water.)

Hold up one finger with right hand

Hold up five fingers then close and reopen adding
two more with your other hand.
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LI VE The practical life application challenge so the kids can live /' this week!

Look to Jesus every day. How do we do that? Start your
day in prayer asking Jesus to help you live for Him today.
End your day in prayer, thanking Jesus for a great day.
You can talk to him about whatever happened, good, bad,
or ugly. He listens, He cares, and He will help you make
tomorrow better!

TAKE Take home tool to help parents review ! with their kids

PREPARATION: Included in your download. Use as paper and/or digital tool.

1

The TAKE IT tool can be printed and given to the kids, or \) o A H Ll J [X: )

provided digitally, either in an email to parents or posted ‘ ﬁﬁﬁmﬁw
to your church’s website or social media. Shae on ;’éﬁam v‘wn

INCLUDED FOR PARENTS:

e The it for the lesson

e FIND IT verses they can look up

e HIDE IT theme verse in full to review
e LIVE IT application from the lesson

o DISCUSS IT questions parents can use to discuss the lesson with their children

LOOKING AHEAD

Here is next week's lesson topic:

Lesson 2: A Talking Donkey
God expects us to choose good over evil.

;ﬁ\""!u{//_;;,‘\‘ ‘ML/ WL NIV il
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BONUS IDEAS! Q\G‘Dovso!g

it is always growing and adding NEW IDEAS!

Be sure you are a member of the Kidology.org Facebook Group so you don’t miss out on
BONUS IDEAS or COACHING VIDEQS that Pastor Karl often posts to help make your
Sunday Experience the best it can be! If he gets new ideas, he will share them! And if YOU
come up with a great idea for this lesson, you can share it too!

VISIT OR JOIN AT: Facebook.com/groups/kidologyorg
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