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What is “CLOUD” TECHNOLOGY? 

Cloud  techno logy  means you no  longer save  data to a device  that  you carry  
around  with you. You don’ t have to  have  a dev ice with a  la rge  memory  
“on board” -  just  an Internet  connection. Why carry a  “cl ick d r ive?” 
Al l  your data is access ib le from multip le dev ices, anywhere,  anyt ime - as  
long  as  you have  Internet access you can access your  data  from:   
Your iphone  or Mobi le  Phone; Your Computer(s); Someone e lse’s  computer; Your  iPad   

FILE ACCESS 
With a “c loud”  you can have  access, even complete  control ,  o f your  home computer, f rom your  ce l l 
phone, f rom anywhere. Need something off a backup dr ive,  back home,  f rom thousands of  miles away  - 
even overseas? No  prob lem. F ind it ,  e-mai l i t to yourself.  Even turn on music at  home or leave a  note 
on the  screen for  your  spouse!  No f i le  is ever forgotten or  in  access ib le  aga in. If  you have  your  ce ll  
phone  you have  every  f i le  you’ve  ever  c reated on your computer ava i lab le  to you within seconds.  

FILE SHARING 
Everyone has  e-mailed an attachment,  but  more and  more,  a ttachments are  gett ing la rger,  and we’ve 
al l had a wel l meaning  grandparent send  us a 25MB photo of a g randchild! (E-mail  a ttachments,  as a  
general  ru le  should  s tay under 2MB,  p lease.) With a “c loud”  you can send a l ink to a f i le  on your  c loud  
for  people to  download d irect ly , o ften with a t ime limit  and  even a password!   

CALENDARING /  COLLABORATING 
When coord inating schedul ing, instead of just  asking  people,  “when you are you f ree?”  You can 
coord inate schedules by  a llowing them to  see  when you are f ree before  they schedule  by us ing a  
serv ice l ike  Timebridge.com in order  to more quickly  and  eff icient ly  schedule meetings.  Us ing  tools 
l ike Google Docs al lows instant onl ine co l laborat ing and shar ing  of  information and  ed it ing o f  onl ine  
documents.   

E-MAIL: POP vs. IMAP 
In the “old days” you popped in  your e-mai l,  meaning you pul led  i t  down and read i t.  If  you had  it  on 
mult ip le computers,  you had  to repeat the process.  If  you de leted  i t  on on dev ice,  you sti l l had to 
delete it  on another.  IMAP means they  a re  a l l synchronized. If  you de lete  i t  on one, i t wi ll  vanish on 
al l the  others. If  you rep ly  on one, i t wi ll  appear in  the  sent fo lder on the others!   

VIDEO BROADCASTING 
Ever  wanted  to  share  with the  world what you are  do ing  - instantly, and for  f ree? With Ustream.com 
you can host  it  on your  website, chat with viewers , and  even f i lm and chat f rom your  ce l l  phone on the  
go. Imagine your  chi ld ren’s  church or  o ther  ministry event  reaching  those  who couldn’t  be  there  in  
person!  
 

WHY USE THE CLOUD? 
Taking some simple  s teps to  make  your data  more  access ib le  to you and your  team could reap  great 
div idends.  Imagine  the  benefits  of :  

Centra l ized  vo lunteer  ca lendars | Downloadab le lesson plans | Shared event  p lanning f i les | 
Col laborative documents 

Sharing  your  content  with your minis try team wil l  a l low you to  work together on pro jects more flu id ly . 
It  re leases  everyone from his  o r her off ice space and  permits  the  f reedom to  work outs ide o f the  box.. .  
with your team and on your own. 


